
IMAGE ENHANCEMENT AND CREATIVE EDITING - PHOTOSHOP 

Photoshop - to need or not to need, that is the question. 

The simple answer is - maybe. 

The current version of Lightroom, as well as being an excellent RAW processor, 

provides a comprehensive and impressive set of editing tools. 

A fully processed image can be created using only the tools Lightroom offers. 

However, when you want to take your image up a level or two and go beyond a 

'standard' documentary style photograph, you need Photoshop. 

Photoshop is best for your 'hero' images where you want to apply some creativity by 

using additional tools like filters, layers, masks and blending to refine the Lightroom 

RAW file to beyond the 'standard' image. 

As well as a comprehensive list of inbuilt filters, Photoshop allows easier use of 

external 'plug in' filters, such as NIK, On1 and Topaz, to obtain more creativity and to 

produce photographs that show your vision instead of camera vision. 

Of all the additional tools Photoshop offers, the most versatile and useful are layers 

and layer masks. With these two tools you can selectively control aspects of your 

image such as tone, contrast, colour, density and blending with other layers. 
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By using layers and layer masks we can make precise and controlled non-

destructible edits to our photographs that are just not possible using Lightroom 

alone. 

Photoshop also allows the application of external filters, such as NIK, on layers to 

provide very flexible control over our edits.  

To obtain more selective editing, Photoshop offers a vast range of masking, painting, 

repairing and cloning tools. These tools allow us to modify selected and small parts 

of the image and seamlessly blend them with the other parts of the image. 

It should be noted that once a RAW file is opened in Photoshop it cannot be re-

saved as a RAW file. It must be saved as a PSD, TIFF or JPEG format. However, you 

will still have your RAW file in Lightroom in case you need to re-edit or start over. 

Photoshop is also the “go to” application for full control over printing. Although 

Lightroom can produce an acceptable print, Photoshop offers more options and 

better interfacing with the printer driver. 

 


